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distribution, jobs, family life, and recreation. The problem 
is that most urban planners do not have the luxury of 
starting from scratch. They must work with decaying 
areas, being cognizant of meaningful landmarks and trea-
sured sites. Planners may also have to undo mistaken or 
inadequate planning by previous administrations. Leaders 

in some U.S. cities have begun to take more active roles on 
issues related to demographic and economic changes. For 
example, New York City has invested in diversifying the 
city’s economy by recruiting a top-level university 
(Cornell) to develop a new high-tech graduate school. It is 
also creating an applied-science district that will bring in 

FIGURE 13.12  Changing Urban and Rural Population as Proportion of Total 
Population, by Continent, 1950–2050
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Note: Urban percentage at blue line is for 2014.

Source: United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (2014).


